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From Theatre Curriculum Framework 
 
TEKS/Strand Content/Processes Vignette 
Perception Continuing to work with creative 

drama processes rather than theatre 
performance and production, fourth 
grade students use examples of 
dramas derived from real-life 
experiences. 

Creative Expression/ 
Performance 

Fourth grade students assume 
specific roles, analyze story lines, 
and study characters’ relationships to 
one another and to their 
environments. Plot, setting, and 
character are brought together in the 
fourth grade as learners now 
determine how to portray a specific 
character by choosing characteristic 
actions and creating dialogue. Using 
simple props, costumes, and visual 
elements, students consistently 
demonstrate safe practices that have 
been taught and modeled. 

Historical/Cultural 
Heritage 

Students begin to understand the 
relationships between theatre and 
life in a particular time, place, and 
culture. 

Response/Evaluation Students discuss aspects of American 
society influenced by theatrical 
productions, films, and television. 

Each student in the class chooses a well-known 
figure in Texas to research. Students use at 
least four primary and secondary sources to 
obtain information on the subject of their 
research and the time in which he or she lived. 
For their presentation, students tell a story 
from the person’s life as the notable figure 
would tell it. Students have at least one prop or 
wardrobe element that visually represents the 
subject of their research.  
 
After students have selected their characters 
and are conducting their research, the class 
constructs a time line showing when each of 
their subjects lived. Their teacher then poses 
the problem of how to present their characters. 
Students suggest picking numbers, building a 
time machine, or inviting characters who lived 
in different times to eat a meal at a favorite 
restaurant together. 
 
The class decides on a time machine in which 
students pick a year in which the character 
lived, enter into the time machine out of 
character, and emerge as the characters telling 
their story. Afterwards, characters re-enter the 
time machine and return as their contemporary 
selves. 
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English Language Arts Strand Vignette 

 
(4.1) Listening/speaking/ 
purposes                                
The student listens actively 
and purposefully in a 
variety of settings. 

 
(A) determine the purposes for 
listening, such as to gain information, 
to solve problems, or to enjoy and 
appreciate (4-8); and 
 
(B) understand the major ideas and 
supporting evidence in spoken 
messages (4-8). 
 

 
(4.2) Listening/speaking/ 
critical listening.                   
The student listens 
critically to analyze and 
evaluate a speaker's 
message(s). 
 

 
(A) interpret speakers' messages 
(both verbal and nonverbal), 
purposes, and perspectives (4-8); and  
 
(B) monitor his/her own 
understanding of the spoken message 
and seek clarification as needed  (4-
8). 
 

 
(4.3) Listening/speaking/ 
appreciation.                         
The student listens, enjoys, 
and appreciates spoken 
language. 

 
(A) assess how language choice and 
delivery affect the tone of the 
message (4-5). 
 

 
(4.5) Listening/speaking/ 
audiences.                              
The student speaks clearly 
and appropriately to 
different audiences for 
different purposes and 
occasions. 

 
(A) demonstrate effective 
communications skills that reflect 
such demands as interviewing, 
reporting, requesting, and providing 
information (4-8),. 
 
 

 
(4.15) Writing/purposes.      
The student writes for a 
variety of audiences and 
purposes, and in a variety 
of forms. 

 
(A) write to influence, such as to 
persuade, argue, and request (4-8); 
and  
 
(B) exhibit an identifiable voice in 
personal narratives and in stories     
(4-5). 

 
(4.22) 
Writing/connections.          
The student interacts with 
writers inside and outside 
the classroom in ways that 
reflect the practical uses of 
writing.  
 

 
(A) collaborate with other writers to 
compose, organize, and revise various 
types of texts, including letters, news, 
records, and forms (4-8). 

 
Ms. Miller, the elementary theatre specialist, arranges 
a theatre integration activity with the fourth grade 
English teacher, Mr. Gonzales.  This activity will 
allow all the students to participate as "journalists," 
who are reporting on the "time machine of historical 
figures." 
 
The students have been preparing individual 
presentations about notable figures in Texas. The 
presentations will be a story told from the notable 
person's point of view.  Each student has researched 
the person they have selected. 
 
To begin the activity, each student will be paired 
with another student.  One student will present the 
story, while the other student takes notes of the 
presentation. The student assuming the role of the 
"journalist" should be attentive to major ideas and 
supporting evidence in the spoken message.  The 
"journalist" should also access how language and 
delivery affects the tone of the message. 
 
Following the presentations, the "journalists" have 
the opportunity to ask any questions about the 
presentation while the other student is still in 
character.   
 
Once the interview portion of the activity is 
complete, the students who are acting as "journalists" 
are encouraged to organize the data to be shared with 
all the students. The "journalists" presents this 
information to the class. 
 
The following day, the teachers inform the students 
that they will create a brochure for the new "living 
museum," which will house all of the notable figures 
from Texas.  The students are charged with creating 
editorials that will persuade the public to visit the 
new museum in their city.  The editorials will then be 
placed into a brochure to showcase students’ 
collaborative work. 
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English Language Arts Content/Processes Vignette 
 
(4.9) Reading/vocabulary 
development.                        
The student acquires an 
extensive vocabulary 
through reading and 
systematic word study. 
 
 
 
 

 
(A) develop vocabulary by 
listening to selections read aloud 
(4-8); 
 
(B) draw on experiences to bring 
meanings to words in context, 
such as interpreting figurative 
language and multiple-meaning 
words (4-5); and  
 
(C) study word meanings 
systematically, such as across 
curricular content areas and 
through current events (4-8). 
 

 
(4.10) Reading/                  
comprehension.                    
The student comprehends 
selections using a variety 
of strategies.  
 

 
(A) use his/her own knowledge 
and experience to comprehend (4-
8); 
 
(B) establish and adjust purposes 
for reading, such as reading to 
find out, to understand, to 
interpret, to enjoy, and to solve 
problems (4-8); 
 
(C) describe mental images that 
text descriptions evoke (4-8);  and 
 
(D) determine a text's main (or 
major) ideas and how those ideas 
are supported with details (4-8). 
 

 
(4.14) Reading/culture.        
The student reads to 
increase knowledge of 
his/her own culture, the 
culture of others, and the 
common elements of 
cultures. 

 
(A) compare text events with 
his/her own and other readers' 
experiences (4-8); 
 
(B) determine distinctive and 
common characteristics of 
cultures through wide reading (4-
8); and 
 
(C) articulate and discuss themes 
and connections that cross 
cultures (4-8). 

 
Connor Elementary School  teacher, Mrs. Cornwell, 
meets with theatre specialist, Ms. Miller, to derive a  
plan  to connect student learning in theatre and English 
language arts. 
 
Ms. Miller's theatre classes are working on the "time 
machine project," which involves notable Texas 
figures.  The students have decided that the 
presentations will be performed with the use of a "time 
machine." 
 
Mrs. Cornwell and Ms. Miller meet to discuss and plan 
how this collaboration will work for all of the students. 
They decide that this activity will consist of reading 
excerpts from Pam Conrad's Stonewords,a story of time 
travel involving two young ladies, Zoe and Zoe Louise, 
who use a staircase to travel from the present to the 
past and vice versa. 
 
The staircase in the story is a metaphor to bridge the 
two very different lives of the girls, just as the time 
machine in the theatre project is a tool to introduce new 
notable figures to the audience.   
 
The students will discuss the story.  They will also 
have an opportunity to share their opinions about what 
they have read.  Ms. Miller and Mrs. Cornwell have 
created a questionnaire about the theme and characters 
of the story.  There is also a worksheet based on new 
vocabulary introduced in Stonewords. 
 
The students will break into small groups and 
brainstorm different means of time travel.  Every idea 
has merit and can be used as a whole, or several ideas 
can be used in combination to create the ideal time 
machine.  Once the students have "created" the time 
machine, it is time to start the writing process.   
 
Each group will write a short story involving the newly 
created "time machine" and two characters from 
different times. The students are encouraged to draw on 
their own knowledge and culture when writing about 
the present and use imagination when writing about the 
past. 
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Mathematics Strand Vignette 
 
(4.8) Geometry and 
spatial reasoning.                 
The student identifies and 
describes lines, shapes, and 
solids using formal 
geometric language. 

 
(A) identify right, acute, and obtuse 
angles; 
 
(B) identify models of parallel and 
perpendicular lines; and 
 
(C) describe shapes and solids in 
terms of vertices, edges, and faces. 
 

 
(4.9) Geometry and 
spatial reasoning.                 
The student connects 
transformations to 
congruence and symmetry. 

 
(A) demonstrate translations, 
reflections, and rotations using 
concrete models; 
 
(B) use translations, reflections, and 
rotations to verify that two shapes 
are congruent; and 
 
(C) use reflections to verify that a 
shape has symmetry. 

 
(4.11) Measurement.            
The student selects and 
uses appropriate units and 
procedures to measure 
weight and capacity. 
 

 
(A) estimate and measure weight 
using standard units including 
ounces, pounds, grams, and 
kilograms 
 

 
(4.14) Underlying 
processes and 
mathematical tools.             
The student applies Grade 
4 mathematics to solve 
problems connected to 
everyday experiences and 
activities in and outside of 
school. 

 
A) identify the mathematics in 
everyday situations; 
 
(B) use a problem-solving model that 
incorporates understanding the 
problem, making a plan, carrying out 
the plan, and evaluating the solution 
for reasonableness; 
 
(C) select or develop an appropriate 
problem-solving strategy, including 
drawing a picture, looking for a 
pattern, systematic guessing and 
checking, acting it out, making a 
table, working a simpler problem, or 
working backwards to solve a 
problem; and 
 
(D) use tools, such as real objects, 
manipulatives, and technology, to 
solve problems. 

 
Ms. Miller, the Connor Elementary School theatre 
specialist, extends her "time machine project" 
activity to integrate with mathematics by designing 
an integrated lesson with the mathematics teacher, 
Mr. Kent. 
 
The math students are working with geometric and 
spatial reasoning concepts.  Students in theatre use 
these same concepts and techniques when staging a 
production.  
 
First, Ms. Miller teaches the students about "stage 
pictures."  This is the concept of positioning actors 
on the stage in such a way that a story can be told 
visually.  She explains several ground rules about 
stage pictures.  Every person in the stage picture 
must have a different head level, be on a different 
plane, and use different body angles and posture.  
The students are then divided into groups and 
allowed to create three different stage pictures.  
Digital images are then taken of the students in the 
three different "stage pictures." 
 
Then, during math class, Mr. Kent the images from 
the previous day's lesson.  The students are asked to 
find the geometric shapes that create the "stage 
picture." The students then draw an overhead view 
of what the picture would resemble when viewed 
from above and graph the images on graph paper.  
Using several pictures from the previous day, the 
students will draw conclusions about what 
characteristics of line, shape, angle, and edges 
contribute to create a pleasing stage picture.  The 
students can measure the distance between people in 
the pictures as well as re-draw the picture to correct 
the overall product. 
 
Once all corrections are made to the digital images, 
the students are asked to create revised stage 
pictures, which are again captured with a digital 
camera.  Then the corrected images are evaluated 
using higher level thinking skills related to 
congruence and symmetry. 
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Science Strand Vignette 
 
(4.2) Scientific processes.        
The student uses scientific 
inquiry methods during field 
and laboratory investigations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(A) plan and implement descriptive 
investigations, including asking well-
defined questions, formulating testable 
hypotheses, and selecting and using 
equipment and technology,. 
 
(B) collect information by observing 
and measuring; 
 
(C) analyze and interpret information to 
construct reasonable explanations from 
direct and indirect evidence; 
 
(D) communicate valid conclusions; 
and 
 
(E) construct simple graphs, tables, 
maps, and charts to organize, examine, 
and evaluate information. 
 

 
(4.3) Scientific processes.        
The student uses critical 
thinking and scientific 
problem solving to make 
informed decisions. 

(A) analyze, review, and critique 
scientific explanations, including 
hypotheses and theories, as to their 
strengths and weaknesses using 
scientific evidence and information. 
 

 
(4.4) Scientific processes.        
The student knows how to 
use a variety of tools and 
methods to conduct science 
inquiry. 

 
(A) collect and analyze information 
using tools including calculators, safety 
goggles, microscopes, cameras, sound 
recorders, computers, hand lenses, 
rulers, thermometers, meter sticks, 
timing devices, balances, and 
compasses; and 
 
(B) demonstrate that repeated 
investigations may increase the 
reliability of results. 
 

 
Students in Mr. Johnston's science classes are 
studying scientific processes as a tool for 
investigation. 
 
After planning an arts integration activity with 
the theatre specialist, Ms. Miller, Mr. Johnston 
asks students to bring a prop or costume 
accessory they are using for the "time machine 
project" in theatre class.  
 
The students are then asked to place the props or 
costume pieces around the room. Mr. Johnston 
has added one "mystery" prop or costume piece.  
 
Mr. Johnston then has the students "investigate" 
the items, asking the students to draw 
conclusions about the who, what, where, when, 
and why of the selected items. The students are 
working alone on this portion of the project. 
Once the students have completed the initial 
investigation of all the items, they are asked to 
find a partner and share data. Since students are 
very familiar with the props and costume 
accessories their classmates are using, this 
portion of the investigation is a warm-up to the 
"mystery" item.  
 
The students are then asked to create a hypothesis 
or scientific guess of the who, what, where, when, 
and why of the mystery item. This data is then 
organized by the class. The students then create a 
class hypothesis, with the data as a resource in an 
effort to solve the enigma of the mysterious prop 
or costume accessory. 
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Social Studies Strand Vignette 
 
(4.3) History.                         
The student understands the 
causes and effects of the 
Texas Revolution, the 
Republic of Texas, and the 
annexation of Texas to the 
United States. 
 

 
(A) analyze the causes, major events, 
and effects of the Texas Revolution, 
including the battles of the Alamo and 
San Jacinto; 
 
(B) describe the successes and problems 
of the Republic of Texas; and  
 
(C) identify leaders important to the 
founding of Texas as a republic and 
state, including Sam Houston, Mirabeau 
Lamar, and Anson Jones. 

 
(4.6) Geography.                     
The student uses geographic 
tools to collect, analyze, and 
interpret data.  
 

 
(A) apply geographic tools, including 
grid systems, legends, symbols, scales, 
and compass roses, to construct and 
interpret maps; and   
 
(B) translate geographic data into a 
variety of formats, such as raw data to 
graphs and maps. 

 
(4.20) Culture.                         
The student understands the 
contributions of people of 
various racial, ethnic, and 
religious groups to Texas. 

 
(A) summarize the contributions of 
people of various racial, ethnic, and 
religious groups in the development of 
Texas. 

 
(4.24) Social studies skills.      
The student uses problem-
solving and decision-making 
skills, working independently 
and with others, in a variety 
of settings. 

 
(A) use a problem-solving process to 
identify a problem, gather information, 
list and consider options, consider 
advantages and disadvantages, choose 
and implement a solution, and evaluate 
the effectiveness of the solution; and 
 
(B) use a decision-making process to 
identify a situation that requires a 
decision, gather information, identify 
options, predict consequences, and take 
action to implement a decision. 
 

 
Students in Mrs. Pool's fourth grade social 
studies class are studying basic concepts in 
history and geography, such as chronology and 
mapmaking. Mrs. Pool hopes to engage her class 
through an integrated lesson combining theatre 
and social studies. After planning with the theatre 
specialist, Ms. Miller, Mrs. Pool decides to 
connect to the "time machine project." 
 
The teachers collaborate on an integrated lesson 
that will consist of the theatre students 
performing stories about notable Texas figures 
for the social studies class. Students from the 
social studies class will then partner with the 
students from the theatre class. These students 
will extend the research on the notable Texas 
figures. 
 
The pairs of students will map out the region of 
Texas where the notable figure lived. They will 
also create a timeline showing when this person 
lived and his or her accomplishments. Students 
will cite major historical events that occurred 
while this person was alive and if this person 
were involved in those events. The students will 
then present the information to the class.  
 
Once all presentations are complete and timelines 
for all notable figures are in place, Ms. Miller and 
Mrs. Pool present an extension to the activity. 
They ask students to draw conclusions about their 
research on this notable figure to determine if this 
person would be an effective leader in the 21st 
century. The extension is to be done with the 
same partner. The students will then give 
persuasive presentations on whether or not this 
person would have an impact as a leader in the 
current age. 
 

 
 


